


Out with the Old, 
In with the New

Colossians 3:1-17



1. My experience 
with Jesus Christ 

defines my focus on 
a higher calling. 

3:1-4



I focus on a higher calling 
because of  what Jesus 

did in my past: I was 
raised with Christ. 

When you were dead in your sins and 
in the uncircumcision of your sinful 

nature, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins.

Colossians 2:13



I focus on a higher 
calling because of  
my present: I am 

hidden with Christ. 
3:3



I focus on a higher 
calling because of  
my future: I will be 

revealed with 
Christ. 3:4



When I set my mind 
on things above, my 

way of  thinking is 
shaped by how 
Christ thinks.



When I set my heart 
on things above, I 
desire what Jesus 

desires.



We proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone 
perfect in Christ. To this end I 
labor, struggling with all his 
energy, which so powerfully 

works in me.
Colossians 1:28-29



Jesus is above, seated 
at the right hand of  God. 

But I am here in the 
world. While I am here, I 

focus on the rule of  
Christ in this world.



2. As I set my mind and 
heart on things above, 

my life and relationships 
will reflect less of  my 
sinful nature and the 

ways of  this world. 3:5-11



Personally, I am to die 
to, or put to death, the 

sinful actions and 
motives of  my life 

apart from or before 
Christ. 3:5-7



I am to die to the self-
centered attitudes and 

actions that damage 
my relationships, 
especially in the 
church. 3:8-11



Do my personal actions and 
relationships with my 

brothers and sisters in 
Christ indicate that I have 
put off  the old self  and set 
my mind and heart on the 

things above?



3. As I set my mind and 
heart on things above, 

my life and 
relationships will 

reflect the presence of  
Christ. 3:12-17



Personally. I am to 
clothe myself  with 

Christ-like qualities. 
3:12-14



Collectively, we 
allow peace, or 

shalom, to rule in the 
church. 3:15



Collectively, we are 
to allow the word of  
Christ to dwell in the 

church. 3:16-17



Before every activity, the 
church should answer 
two questions: Is the 

peace of  Christ present 
in the congregation at this 

point? and Is this 
consistent with, and will it 

promote knowledge of, 
the word of  Christ?



According to a recent Gallup Poll
•24% of  Americans believe the 
Bible is the literal word of  God
•26 % view the Bible as a “book 
of  fables, legends, history and 
moral precepts recorded by 
man.”
•47% say that the Bible 
is inspired by God, but 
shouldn’t all be taken literally.



According to the Barna 
Group: Only 17% of 

American Christians who 
attend church regularly 

and say faith is a big part 
of  their lives claim to 

have a biblical 
worldview. 



Have I put on the new self  
in Christ so that my 

personal actions and 
relationships contribute 

to the peace of  Christ 
and the knowledge of  the 

word of  Christ in my 
church?


