




1. Jesus 
condemns 

judgmental, 
pharisaic 
legalism.



The Pharisees 
pitted their 

staunch legalism 
against how 

Jesus appeared 
to bend the rules.



The Pharisees 
attempted to trap 
Jesus in a no-win 

scenario that 
presented mercy and 
the Law of  Moses as 
opposing principles.



The standard Jesus 
demanded was that 
to condemn others 
for their sin, I must 
not be subject to 

condemnation 
myself. 8:6b-8



“Do not judge, or you 
too will be judged. For 
in the same way you 
judge others, you will 

be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will 

be measured to you.”  
Matthew 7:1



“Woe to you, teachers of the law 
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices
—mint, dill and cummin. But 
you have neglected the more 

important matters of the law—
justice, mercy and faithfulness. 
You should have practiced the 
latter, without neglecting the 

former.”  
Matthew 23:23



The most mature 
among the legalists 

were quick to 
realize they could 
not condemn the 
woman without 

also condemning 
themselves. 8:9



If  my zeal for God’s 
word causes me to 

lose my 
compassion for 

individual sinners 
then I have missed 
the point of  God’s 

word.



2. Jesus extends 
mercy and 

forgiveness to moral 
failures without 

compromising his 
moral standards.



Jesus does not 
condemn the 

sinner, though he 
has the right.



“For God did not 
send his Son into the 

world to condemn 
the world, but to 
save the world 
through him.”  

John 3:17



Therefore, there is 
now no 

condemnation for 
those who are in 

Christ Jesus.  
Romans 8:1



By not 
condemning 

sinners, Jesus 
is not 

condoning sin.



87% of  U.S. Adults  
believe in sin:

•Worst sins: adultery, racism, 
polygamy, cloning humans, 
suicide, and pornography.  
•Acceptable sins: premarital 
sex, gambling, physician-
assisted suicide, embryonic 
stem cell research, divorce.



The love, grace, 
and forgiveness 
of  Jesus Christ 

diminishes when 
I lose touch with 
the depth of  my 
own sinfulness.



A proper response 
to Jesus is to leave 
behind my sinful, 
self-centered life 

and follow him with 
faith and 

obedience.


