




1. The spiritual 
awakening occurred 
as Mary and Joseph 

practiced their religion 
with their small family. 

2:21-24



Mary and Joseph were 
faithful to God’s word 

and participated in the 
community of  faith, 

though it cost them in 
time and resources.



Mary and Joseph 
honored the Lord 
and His word, and 
would teach their 

son to do the same.





Parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, friends, and 
neighbors, I can think of  no 
better commitment for this 

new year than the 
commitment to be devoutly 

involved with the community 
of  faith and to teach children 

to do the same.



I will commit to be 
meaningfully involved in 
my community of  faith in 

2018 to know and 
respond to God and his 

ways, and to teach others 
to do the same.



2. The spiritual 
awakening was to 

the scope of  Jesus’ 
mission. 2:25-32, 38



Simeon and Anna 
received and acted 

on God’s word 
revealed to them by 

the Holy Spirit.



Simeon and Anna 
reveal the scope of  

Jesus’ mission: He is 
the Christ, or Messiah, 
who would accomplish 

God’s salvation for 
both believing Jews 

and Gentiles.



When I know Jesus, I 
know God’s salvation. I 
can expect the Spirit to 

reveal Jesus to people, to 
shine light in darkness so 
all people can respond as 

I have responded. 



3. The spiritual 
awakening was to 
the truth of  how 
God’s kingdom 

comes: joy and pain. 
2:33-35



God’s loving purpose 
of  accomplishing the 
salvation of  humanity 
will be triumphant but 

costly, causing the 
rejection and death of  

the Son.



Both Jesus’ 
commitment to his 

Father’s purposes and 
his subsequent 

rejection and suffering 
will be a source of  

personal pain to Mary.



When I encounter 
and respond to 

God’s kingdom, I will 
experience the 

paradox of  joy and 
pain.



Will I alter my life in 
2018 to conform to 

Jesus Christ and his 
cross?


