


Justice and the 
Right-ness of  God

Matthew 6:33



1. Those who follow 
Jesus Christ are to seek 

as their first priority 
God’s kingdom and 

righteousness, not the 
things they would like or 

even the things they think 
are necessary.



“Kingdom of  God” refers to 
those places where God’s 

will is accomplished. 
Christians seek to 

accomplish God’s will in their 
lives until the final coming of  

God’s kingdom.



Jesus assured his 
disciples that such a 
commitment to their 

Heavenly Father will allow 
them to experience the 

generous faithfulness of  
God, who cares even for 
the birds and the grass.



What drives all my 
life’s pursuits?



2. Followers of  Christ 
are to seek first the 
righteousness only 

God can give and not 
their own 

righteousness. 



Righteousness is 
fulfillment of  the 

expectations in any 
relationship, whether 

with God or other 
people. 



God is righteous 
(2 Chr 12:6; Ps 7; 9; 

103:17; Zep 3:5; 
Zec 8:8). 



God expects His 
people to reflect His 

character and be 
righteous.



Individuals cannot 
attain to righteousness 
but receive it as a gift 
from God. There is no 
righteousness apart 
from Jesus Christ.



“There is no one 
righteous, not even one.”

Romans 3:10



Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in his 

sight by observing the law; 
rather, through the law we 
become conscious of sin.

Romans 3:20



But now a righteousness from 
God, apart from law, has been 

made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify. This 

righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to 

all who believe. 



There is no difference, for 
all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 
and are justified freely by 

his grace through the 
redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus.
Romans 3:21-24



Have I accepted the 
righteousness that 
comes from Jesus 

Christ, or do I try to be 
good enough so I can 

be right with God?



3. Followers of  Christ live 
their lives in light of  their 
new standing with God in 

Christ: they obey the 
teachings of  Jesus and 
advance God’s will on 

earth in all things.



Seeking God’s 
kingdom means 

valuing what God 
values and obeying 

his commands. 



Justice according to 
the Bible: A concern 
to act rightly, and to 
be seen by God and 
others to act rightly. 



Your hands are full of blood; wash 
and make yourselves clean. Take 
your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, learn to do 

right! Seek justice, encourage the 
oppressed. Defend the cause of the 

fatherless, plead the case of the 
widow. Isaiah 1:15-17



“I hate, I despise your religious 
feasts; I cannot stand your 

assemblies. Even though you 
bring me burnt offerings and 

grain offerings, I will not 
accept them. Though you bring 
choice fellowship offerings, I 
will have no regard for them. 



Away with the noise of your 
songs! I will not listen to 
the music of your harps. 

But let justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a 

never-failing stream!” 
Amos 5:21-24



Do not merely listen to 
the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it 

says. James 1:22



Matthew 7:15-21



It is not enough to engage in 
conversations about my 

social and political views, 
regardless how passionate. I 
must go further and make a 

Christ-like response that 
conforms to the word of  the 

Lord.



Jesus calls me to 
abandon my fears, 

worries, anxieties, and 
trust him enough to 
seek as my highest 

priority his will and his 
ways.



To men and women: 
was there a time 

when the words and 
actions of  someone 
hurt you? Possibly 

someone you 
trusted?



To those who have 
been hurt: how can I 

help you find healing?
To those who have 

failed: how can I help 
you find hope to begin 

again?



It would be a powerful 
thing if  I could say to my 

political and social 
enemies, “The issues are 
important to me, but you 
are at least as important 

to me as the issues. I 
value you.” 



I will exercise my faith 
in God no matter what 
happens. I won’t worry 

but will trust His will 
and obey His word.


