




Through the work of  
the Spirit, Christians 
experience unity as a 
spiritual reality in the 

local church.



The purpose of  the 
Spirit’s activity is to 
form believers into 

one body. 



Am I resisting the 
presence and activity 
of  the Spirit in my life 
by not participating 
with local believers 

with whom I have been 
united?





Diversity is essential in 
the church according 
to God’s design. Each 
part is needed for the 

body to function 
properly.



Because the unity is 
spiritual, not the result of  

any other determining 
factor, the members of  
the local church will be 
very different from one 

another and this is for the 
good of  the individual and 

the church.





How comfortable am I 
with the God-given 
diversity in my local 

church? How do I 
handle the way I and 
others are different?





The fellowship in the 
local church appears to 

consist first of  a 
commitment to the 

larger purposes that 
naturally come with 

being united in Christ. 



The fellowship in the local 
church consists secondly 

in the intimate love for 
and understanding of  one 

another. We are 
committed to Christ and 
his mission, and we are 

committed to one another.







Do I experience and 
contribute to healthy 

and nurturing 
relationships in the 

local church that allow 
us to accomplish the 

mission given to us by 
God? 








